Faul Tsui's Memoirs — The Colonial Administrative Service

The Colonial Sdministrative Service.

It was in smid or late fugust L1945, shortly afier
e dropplng of the tweo Atomic Hombs in dapan - haedly a

a

mearr bl after Iowas Tenlisted (20 Jul 45), granted an smergency

commission as @ @ndllt o dn the Intelligence Corps and promotbed

o the same day bo the temporary: rank of & Capltain®, when ¥

was glven e pamphlet to read.  The Pamphlet was designed to

give some ldea Lo S8srving B8rvio

smer,  fHaE soon o De

temobhiliz civio sbrest

by wihat jobs - in e wesld e Yin the

market™, which might suit theilr individual taste or

tenpsranent upon thedr raturning to Civilian life on their

beirg demobilized from the Armed Foross.

i
|

ikl

Listed smongst the many pos g HIENY  WETE

professiconal including doctors, lawyers, B LITEE S,

el

sl b b

2 Imssiness wrecutives eto. OF which ong abtra

my attention. Tt was listed as the Colonial Adeinistrabive

Bervice, cutliining bhrieflv, that?&adw*m el ted to that
marvioe would normally be ﬂwpmﬁt%d ey merve L0 capanities
stk as oa District O4ficer or aﬁjﬁdmiﬁiﬁtwmtivw Officer in a
Government Depariment in oneg of ﬁhm many Dolonies. Tt has

i

attracted my attention bhecause on reading the terms such as

fradet” and "DMsbtrict (fficer” aﬁthmught im o omy mind rela

almost immediately to a few fri

pids I had recently made

during bhe War tn Free Chinag namely, (&) Major D.R.{(Ronnie)

February 1992



Paul Tsul's Memoirs — The Colonial Administrative Service

Holmes, MO0 MOBE., (aftervards, 5ir Ronald Holmes, CMGB, CRE
I addition) who was for & time 0.0., Advanced Headousrters,

ritish Grmy &id Group: Waichow, for some bies sy Lnmedisbs

suparior of ficer, whose personal guelities I greatly admired

ard who vary kindly wrobse an extremnely good shimonial A omy

FTavoury (ht Major E.H. CEddig) . Te

ale, M.OCL, wiho was for a
time O.0., Himg Ming Reglional Headoguarters of the British

Py AL Droup, who had dopressed me by his sucellent command

of the spoken Dantonese languegs, amnd his imm@ﬁmm popular ity
amongst hisg peers {(who atterwards rose Lo beooms Honghong s
Colondal Secretaryds (o} Bobbie Thompsaon {who later becCans
Bir Robert Thompsorn, & World Suthority on Commuanlsm® ), &

Cadet of the Malavan Givil Service., whe was learning the
¥ : ]

G e

Leamgpiage in Hongkong, whom T omet in Bukong.  All

thres of thesm were Fforoer smenbers of bhe "IY Foros {a

proanization established under the British Minister Tor

k.

i 1941 to harass bthe sneny froo bhebhiond the
Tines by a system of sabotage, sepionege and intelligence)
wnder Mike Hendall prior to the formation of the British Army
Aid Frowp.  Also (d) Mre. PLOOOHLGSedgewicoh, a Cadet OFficer,
whies was sent bo Kubkoog, undsre the sausplces of the British

Embassy in Chunghking, to pay "back pays” to ex Hongkong olvil
marvants who were refugess strandsd or otherwise working o

wandering about in Fres Dhina.

O top of these thres gentleman, oy mind was

further associlisted with an outstanding celebrity in the
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paraon of Sir Cecdl Clementd, who was a Cadet OFficer ssrving
in the New Territories as District Officer, North, way  hack

dy owmarly I90H, who retuwrned o bsoong the Bovernor of

Flomglong s L9ES, in Manowlr . T owas Tohosen, i omy
tender age of 9 vear-old, azg a member of a special cholr bo

FERPE

sl Lhe students from sohools o the Mew Territories,
oo sing & specially composed Song of Welooms, for a "Special
Formal Welcome” abt Taipo Market for his Triumphant and

Gloriouws Reburn.,  Along with the thought of Bir Ceoil

Clemerti, my mind also relates with several le

R ER

gdignitaries, who Were pe

~wmonal frisnds of my father,
F L )

irciueling "Sunny Wood” who was for oa time the Director of

Fouoatior ang labter Secretary for Chinese afFfairsy; a Me. de
Y !

Martin, who was Tor a time & School Inspector. who later ross

i

tiy becomes bhe Director of BEducation, who taught sy father how

to play the game of brigos, theough which Tohoo Deosams
inithiated in the pleving of the gams of hridge in my relative
viauth age; and also a Mre Frassr, who was Ddstelcot OFFicer

Merhh at Taipo, who sigred a special Cowet Order, confirming

a Yright of way" bthrough "On Lok Psuaen" o oany husble village

of o & dntesr—

of Bhurg Him Tong following owre wicrslng fThe Oas

willage cispute SOME YERIS RGO .

I recall my fether wsed o repest many bimes to me,

Mis admiving iF not flattering desoripiion, general ly of

o gz, Lhat they werse " men oF
p ol

Cadet Officerse as & o as

dmesncy ang of hosetr and of noble ddeal . wibth strong sense
b, ! .
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o Justice and seldf rw%mamﬁﬁ} as well as sense of devobion to
'
A3

clechd . wher ware morad ly dncorruptible and intellectually

a

-~ parsonal lties and words of prailse - had

homest, ALL the

siwtbionaciously developed within oy own mind,: into & subtls

o L o may more like a long oherished oe

wam o~ thal one Fine
! h

gay, I too may becoms s Cadet Dfficer, with all the perks

that go with the status. Howsever, as 1 was reasding the

pampbhl et aod

my mird was wanglering over all the thoughts 1

Praave Just oes

sredbed, an unmistakable and glaring snag caughb
my eyes, and sharply tooc.  There wes a restrictive olauss
indicating thalt the Colonizl ddministrative Ssevloe wers

s Wb are BHritish Subject

reserved exolusively to

FEurapsan Desoen . toloniale, such like m WD e

Fritdish SBubjiects, wouwld nobt gualify even to apply. #&As I reasd

;
oA

Lion I fallt as

skt & ra ool

Laally Iy riminatory restric

At £y
ol owaben hmﬂﬁﬁmurﬁﬂ vy e

it & pale of 1 ad Thowing oo

my Mok with oa ohilling effect on the warmer parts af my

ek o had sompehow struck my silng very deeply, so deeply
Lhat T have nobt been able to gelt rid of it from my oind oF my

memerrfes .,

Thesn in Mov L1945, when I have baod osoms sl wg

service as Stafs DFfficer, OGrade 111, Dilvii Affalers, British

Filitary Administration - {initially poasted to assist the
Brigachs Dommandsr garrisoning in Kowloon, bt labtee, without
foraglity, reassigred to be attachsd bo work oocder Me. Jdohn

Harrow, thwe Digtbeict Officer to copes with The varigby of
1 | b
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problems relating to bthe Hdminis

“atdory of e Mew

Tgreitories} - 4t was John Barrow, who one day indtiatsd a

. * ] i3 4
privete discussion with me about of oy "future” .  He

irdd thern thal it was his personsl view that I owould

makes a good Districh Officer, but that had besn the presarve

Ze
cof a YDadelt Officer”™ in the Colonial Servics. Me wondeyr 1F 1

Fad arny intention of contimwing to serve the Hongkong

AVl

Government i85 a acity a8 a District fficer ov bthe like,

argd b omo, §omust firet of &l1 apply to dodin bhe Colonial
Swrvice in bhe proper and appropriats way.  Me made it guite
plain bhat he meant T oshouwld go bthrough the asual competitlive

and prevty bough selection prog

g . e was emphatic that X
should nolt cherish the hope of entering from the "back door?.
Iy the course of bthe dialogue, § sade it plain also bhet
althaough the thought of joining the Colonial Agministrative
Garwice had occurrsd dn ooy mind, Towas discouwraged oo puresoe

the mather further simply on account of the fact that T had

ComE arenss an Texclusion clause" in oan MWar 7 Fdloe

Fahabilitation Faper which weoold wperabe -agadinst individuals

Tike me, who wers not of BEuropesn Descent, even bhough § owas

sh Subiect holding a King' s Commission dn the Bl

Gy, ang had an MLBEVE.  For that reason, at bad not been my

Pmue intention of hecoming & peace bime civil servant in

A suboecdinate or othsr junior caps menit asn & olerk, or
an interprater, or & sub-inspector in the Police Fovrce ov &

subeinspeetor i the Sanitary Department. Whereupor, Jobn

Barrow, without even giving a chance o muplaln my posihion
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Furthesr, guickly dictated & minute wordesd as fol lowss-

" Capt. Paul E.C. Tsui, M.B.E., of the B.R2.H.G.,
has besn attached to me as Assistant DRistrict Officer
since ist October 1943. He understands that he is dus
for early demchilization.

* He is of great assistance to me {I will leave it
at that...this is not the place to discuss his
gualities) and I nowr request that bhe may be Tormally
appointed &.D.0. in the War Establishment, dating from
ist Ociobsr 19435,

S5t the same time I must make it clear that this
recommendation is with a view to the duration of the
period of military GBovernment only, and in nowise
implies a recommendation that Capt Tsul should
automatically be transferred to the civil establishment
as A.D.0O. when a civil Bovernment takes over. It has
always been a rule with British Civil Services that
*hack door® entry is barred, and my experience has
taught me that this is proper. When the time comes
Capt. Tsui can, if Ha wishes {which I gather is
uniikely) apply at the front door, presumably by

examination, for entry into the Civil SDervice.
sd. J. Barrow

D-ﬂﬂs N-T-g

Zth Movember, 1245
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T was given a copy of bthat minute for keep.

Someting bthersatter, 1 was glven an Opplication

Form for the Colonial Adainisteative Service to 111, Despiie
the stipulated (racial) restricticon: ¥ owas snooweragesd to

connprlete the Form, which 1 odid.  MNobt long theesafter — (7 in

Maroh 1944 1 was told that I wouldd be flowsn o Devion bo e

nterviewed by someons specielly sent bhers from the Colonial
Office in London to recruld ed-servicensn in the South East

Gaian Theatirs due to bhe demobilised for appointment in the

Coalomial Ssrvice.

Flown on board a d-enging Sunder)lamd SBes Plane,

waire about & dozen others, including Major Ravoord 8H Lee, &

Suegeort, RAMD. . Lb.Ool. ¥.5. Wan, a Dentist, also of RAMGC. .,
Major Robertson, a Yelterinarian, and several obhers sosily
professionals.  although T had had bthe suaperlence of flying
short brips on & soall ssaplans -~ g "Sea Obta” - over bthe New
Territoriss to places like "Mat O or "Lantau” , it was the

first time that T flew on & 4-engine large ssaplaneg like a

Srncsrlang arg across bhe Ooeans to s far away place like

Ereye Loy . Isvomy Inbelligence Offlosr's devs, T hed read about
The Suncerland as oan Adrorafh specially desigred Tor Antd sub
g drrg war fare . Th was particularly good for rsscuning
crewmer of sunben ships stranded in the vast ooean. It fhas 4
grygings ancd ds spacious. It could Fiy wery low, anod conid

Planc” wvirtually anywhsre st seae. Mhen landsd at sos
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fioalts like a boatl., It has "exwit" doors on bobth sicdes of bthe

fumlage, rendering r

cuing operations practical and easy.

Tie wrne we flew was

War bimet congdLbiom. I

fagd bare metal walls with pibs Fully exposed with

absolutely no "decor” or "finishings" of any sort. No

"Taindng . no Ypansl lings” not o sven "chadlrs" o sest bl

passengers . On bthe dnterrnal walls of the fuselage, werse

cullapsable "metal frames”, sounted with "canvas"™ or "plastico

sheeba, which cowuld be used as "heds” foro bhe woundsd as

s

BETY . W were simply sesated severally on such "beds".

cirr bBerdoec dng Flane, we were sach given a inflatabhle
life-jacket called the "May-West™ ~ just in case ' There

s o wkioh owe couwld

Tra" asbttached to the "hec

wirn bhee adir gob & bit bumpling. P owas ot oguite sure whelher

the plane wag "pressurized!’ - Wi owee Flying wary low mosl

of b Uime theroughe oot the jogrney. So low bhat at time I

'

wld almost towuch the surfs

wooF bhe soa 1T we

5 oour hands fae enouagh. It odid not fly wery s

shrets

gihiher.  For bthe distance from Honglorng bto Ceylory, we b o

o overtiioght st Fangoon 1o Burms on oo oway out, and odd
e same In Singapors on our way hioms. It was very noisy all
the time, o solsy that we could bhardly heasr what the ather

was Saving when we btriecd Lo speak Lo each otbher.

The milare took off very early in the morning. Wea

Fagd to spend the night before ln a transit hotel on Chatham
Hoad. We were wabken up at H.00 an befors dawn o have our

February 1992
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breakfast and taken by an Army Trouck bo the far snd (Ngaa Chi
War end} of the then Fai Tak, whers the R.AGF. headoguarters

el &

Tocated. We btook off at day break ot stoppsd flving as
garly as abowt 4.00 pm o in the safierpoon.  We had bime bo
shroll around Fangoon in bhat evening, whernce Major FRaveoond
Lew anad I contacted an old Hmﬁgkmﬁg univﬁrﬁity Graduate we

ke -~ Dy Bohb Keng Lok o~ who Lived and practissd o Rangoon

throwugh owlt tThe war vears. His father was s well kraowse

Chingse Merchant having an established business in the hoeset

of FRargoor . Whers we oelt bim, Dr. Kobe bad turned very
Feldordows LF not ohilosophical o He was full of Buddba and
Baddhism,  He ook ws bo visih the fanovs Fagods in the bheaeart

of Farngoon, wherse he overy pliously knelt before the statule of

Buddbia,. The herd time of the war years oueid have oul deesp

imtoy his smoul.

faprar b Prom making us feelling drowsy . The sons Len
ferars of Flyimg sach day wadse such corgditions, occasionslly

1y aderat .

)

causesd oy mind Lo wander un-c-cohssively or admle
Amorget the thoughts which came across my mind was my

imagineaticm of what it might have been like when the soholars
of fAncient Chineg who haed o bravel all the way to the Capital

ter owmiat Fooe AARE

te further sit for the "Imperial Coort Ezamisation®.  That
was bhe one and only propse oway to owin the honowr of belng
acdmitied to Y"Han Lin Yuen® - the Imperial Scedemny — wheire Lhe

srbmlars woulo be assigned to do certain editorial/research

February 1992
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£ -,

Work prelor o given an appoint@ment in the Cilvil Bervice. So

marny of bheam never made 4L 0 I ask

zed mysel T repeatedly

"enatid T malke it 7

We landed sarly An e afiernoon somnewhsrs in bhe

Meartlang on the Island of Cevion. I wasn © sure whether it

was Ranty, the place whers Lord Lowis Monbatton, the Supreme

"

in SBouth Eas

o

Commander of 811 ied Foroess

ta, hadd his

Feaclouarters . ooy rw

alle It took houwrs for the Aemy
Truck to take us From wherse we landed to the City of Colombo,
the capilital city of Ceylon, where the Recraitment Intervisw
was bo o taks place. 66 Colonbo. we were Dilleted in an

YO ieees 21ub" by the sea side, whioh was guite o plesasant

placs to stay - suoch betbter than a convertional hobsl.

I wag told bthe Recruitment exerclise would tabks

place in the Municipal Building — a wnmistakables Inprassive

-,

logroing badlding which houses the Municipal Sovernment in

gorartowry o lombe . Wiesry my  burrn o was due, T owas expescting to

1o

w¢%ﬁ a Tormidable Helgction Board ééﬁ%'fifiﬁg mer wei by
the lmast esypected guestilions. To my swrprise, | was condochsd
b a mmall cublicle, whersin was seated, only a single elderly
Heorutbment Officer. Mg impressed me o be guite mﬁ?urmg

LN
approathable rather than "formidable? 3 probably @ﬁ his late
fifties. A we ot started he further impressed me bto be oa

Lincly old man, ratbher soft spoksn. Amongst bhe smasses of

papers he had before him, I spotited one which was The

February 1972
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Application Form 1 had recently cospleted. e flipped
Lhrough the papers in his file, and asked me & few gquestions
oy wlarity certain particulars.  Me was interested Lo rnobe
that 1 had obtainsd a "Hae Tiees Degrese’ awarded by the
Undverslty of Mongkong, and congrabulated me for haviog won

an MaE.E. I

e orvEr Paaring him o euttering unto himss]T,
Lhe War-time Degree coupled with bhe MGELE. would compars

Ffavourably to s First Class Honowrs at Oxford or Cambeidge.

He ther went on to asked me what was the H.48.08.0.,
arch what did T oo in thet orgenization. I sxplained brilefly
thalt it was amn organization, which sst as its main task, to
assist "prisoneses of owar" held ;ﬁ capltive in Japansss
cooupied Hongkong, with, as its side line, the colischion of
military intelligence for &11ied Forces., I happened to Phave
hrought along with me, nobt only a O-in-C's Letter of
Commandaticn - sighned by Senesreal duchinleck boat also the 4
cuhive

pereonal testimonials given to me by my 4 ConseE

Super i foimﬁfﬁg Mador 3.0, Glagus, Lbt. Col, BEDG Hooper,
Major DR Holmes and Major RO Cooper. He eread bhen very
caretfully and appsared guite dimpresssd. 1 seessd Lo have
Fearo Rim mubtering unte hisself, that the C-in-0s Iebier of
Commencation would certainly compare favourabkly with &
"Hugger BElus! or oa "Rowing Blue" obtainable at Oxfoed or
Cambricdge; and the several psrsomnal bestimonials of oy
superior officers wowld certainly compare Tavouwrably to the

PR fererces Lebhiers” from Refers

usually obtadnabie from

February 1972
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the Tutors at an Oxford or Cambridge College. He ended up by
imaking the remnarks @ "1 see that vou obviously have besn
+ o doing ﬁmry interesting work,

argl cloe yoursel o overy
gquestions

Ine

havimg guite an excliing bime:
wWell !

of asking me Turbhee
with the vigw of testing my ability, he ssked me if
I had any guestion to ask him.

Whereupon 1 tooi
=T I

the opportanity and
question of

ratee Lhe
“@ﬁﬂluﬁimm“ of candidatss who are nob
Hritieh Subjesct "of Euwropean Descent” for appointment to
folonial Adminiestrative Service. In responss, e was reathsr
surprisaed that I had reised the guestion.
saying - in so far

5

He resposced
her wasm concerned u
gpuigst o . He wert

e

Yraces'" was nol o oa
g e osmay in bhe Gdvill Service in Ceylon
dran
for dnstant, many Ceyioness werse holding appointmenbs
agministrative officers

PR
angd some
argd key positions and

hast proved
Joths

wepre holding guite senior
themsslves Lo
exeephionally well. In

a1

s godmg bheir

Trgia, thers wers many Indians
FEER Y AT Agministrative Offlicers in Lhs
ability of the individual

oyt b s

R - "It oiw bhe
concerned that cournts, nobt the race
Gor ool individual.” MHe then asked me where did I
gt hhe dodeas. I toid bim that ¥
official publication,

il

had recsntly read it from am
raleased spe

were abowt to be demobilired
Lo iy

rodad by for fremy OFfiosrs
like myselt - who might De
for suiltable peace time jobs. He then saild he did
vt Ghink T mesd
navertheloss

ter worry abowt bhat poinh,
ook

bt ey owond o
into the mathter angd olwmar ths way For ms,

Fehruary 1722
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1 that still worried me. Having cleared the point 1 bad bean
woreying about, 1 had nobhing else to say. Me snded up by

sayimg "You will be doformesd of the result in dus course®.

We spent about & wesk in Colombo, partly o attend

the Intsrviews, and partly tereating it as owre Ry

&rird
Recreation leave. 1 egxplored a bit of the City of Colonbo,
bt was nobt btoo iepressed by it. Howsver, T dicd buy a pailr
et sar-rings seh owith twe swmall pleces of red stonegs —

CF by o~ Foromy wife. I also bought for mysslf Ceo sebs of
Fibbons of my medals, which T bhaod vet to colaim. From bhe
conversations I ohad had with Col. Wan and Majdor Lee. abt that

sobery bhat both of Dhesm had torned

stage, § gainsd the fwpresd

down the offer of a Lime scals sppointment. T oould guite

urderstanc . as Major Lee had besn guite s gifted surgeon, who

Bad held a teaching post in bthe Pedical Faculty at the
University of Honghong prior o the outhreab of the War, and
whis acditionally had peeforaned many & surgical treatments in

China during the War years. T oould nob s

o Mdm acoepbing any
apprintmant in the Government service at a level below the

e e, I The

rank i bthe Direcl

o Lh. Dol. ¥Ya8. Wan,

he was alrzady guite advance in ared Bacgd hiad guile a

Iwerative practice in Honghong before Uhe Wae. Flis mado
personal problem was bthat be was divoroed, amd had to share
Mis Plucrative income™ feom his prdvete practice with his
divorced wifte which hs old notb $@él like. FuwthmffMQrﬁ F@

was alresady 8 widely Enown and bighly respected private
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preac i tionesr in dentistry in Hongkong. Having held the rank

aof & Li. Col. I could mot ses

Mim avceptlog an appolntoment
ezlow bhe directorats level. In fact, the samse might he sald

to the Yeterinaselan Robsetson, who years Sheeeafber beld

Tucrative post of Honglhong Jocksy Dlub s Olub Yelerinaerian

ang Btable Manager for many years. His words were vicbual ly
Taw when the condition of & particular racing horse was in

s tion.

We retursed to Hongkong via Singapore, whigre we
cowlod not even get a room to spend the night. AL the dozen
of ws had to spend several howrs dnothe "lobby® of one of The
Hotels, the name of which I odo oot now remembaer. Oure plane
ook off in the small howes of Lhe morning. We geot baok to
dorglong early in bthe afiterncon. With the eetorn from
Fehabilitation Leave of the Civil Governor, S5ir Mark
Yeung, the Britieh Military fdmindstration oamns o oan end at
e entd of Maroh/apeil 19446.  The Civil Authority took over.

Seer M. J. Harrow was sent bhome on long leasve. In his

[ XRA R TH T fagl Mador B.B. Tessdale, and later Me.
Fenneth Kesn, appointed as DO, N.T. 1T continued to Yunobion

am o orve of

b B.D-05. 1 had almost Fforgobtsn aboul the
"Nirterview? I ohad had in Colosmbo, when sosme & monbths later,

or 4th October 1946, 1 was asked to report to Me. Robert

Mimube, as Assistant Ssoretary (in charge of Ferasonnel} on an

siegent matier.
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Feporting to the then Colondal Secreltary’'s O0ffilce
ke then as the D.5.0. rather tharn bthe Seoretarizat, I had

to wait for my turn dn bhe waiting room on ths lst Tloor. T

recall mesting Maios DGR (Ronnied Holoes oy former 0.0, in
Waiohow on omy way o the washeoom,  fAn The entrance, painted
over the doorway in both BErglish and in Chiness letlters was
Lhe wnmistakable indications to the effect "Europeans only®.
Fonmie Holmess spobtted that and saicd to me @ 71 wor ' L oworey

about that. Youw’ just ignored it. T will soon be erased”
- i

That hrisf sxchange ressins vivicdly in my mind sver since.

Tt was on 4th Gotober 1944 thalt T vrecslived from the
Mands of Bobesrd Minute, an official effer of a provislional

cahioce Serevioe i berms

appainitnent to bthe Colonilial Administ

o Tl o

"1 am directed to inform you that the Secretary of
State for the Colonies has informed me that he has
selected yvou for appointment te the Colonial
Administrative Service subiect to vour being medically
fit and to vour successfully complsting the first course
at Oxford University which begins October 1Zth, 19446 and

lasts for 15 months.

“While at the University vou will veceive a
standard allowance payable to Administrative Cadets

attending the course which, including vacation allowance
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for Cadets from the Colonies, amounts to LZR. 8s5.8d per

month.

"¥You will be paid prior to your departure an outfit

allowance of L35,

"Fassage by H.O.A8.L2. to the United Kingdom is being
arranged for vou at GCovernment expense and vou should be
ready to leave Hongkong on the plane scheduled for 9th

lctobar.

"While on the course approved University fees will
be paid for vou. A dependants allowance will be paid
to you Tor the maintenance of your family in Hongkong
with effect from vour dates of departure. This
allowance will be at the rate of L28BO psr annum plus
high cost of living allowance appropriate to this
figure, which at present is Li40. Arrangement can be
madz fTor this to be paid into you account at the

Chartered Bank.
*The S=cretary of State for the Coloniss has not
informed me what =salary vou will be appointed at, when

your appointment is confirmed. This question will no

doubt be decided by the Colonial O0Fffice befors you

return to Hongkong.-
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doubt be decided by the Colonial Office before you

return to Hongkong.

"Your rel=zase from the army has already been

approved by ALFSES and you should consult Major Sterling

with regard toc the matier.

I am, Sirg,

Your Dbhedisnt Servanit.

fwel. Fobert Mimubed

for Colonial SDecrestary

Up to mow, soms 486 years| thereatfter, | am still not

v, whsther the offer to me of an apoointment in the

ot

Colonial Bervice was o direct resclt of bthe Inteeview 1 had

Rt dn Golombo, or was Ab ano the strength of the personal

F@conmendation of bhe then Bovernor, S5ic Mark Yourg, who oame

sy keen An wisiling many

i)

tor Bk me personal ly when he was

soof bR Mew Tereitorles, who repsated insisbed that 1
EA

&y

—_—
LB Y

sices sz his personal interpre

shiild ach as his guide be

i omany of his inspectionsinvestigation tours {(Inclading onog

when the entire body of the Execative Cowrell as owell as the

sl Bhe Director of Civil

From the Semed Fore

T b as s

Arvlation ~ were Tlowmn over Lhe sntire Mew Tercitories in

maareh for & suitable site for buifding & rew Glrport). T
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recall the entlve party was lopres

i

Loy omy Enowledge of the

geographical detalls of the Mew Tervitories, viewsd from bhe

air. Bome oonths btheresesfiter, when S5iv Mark Young retived and

returnesd o England, he nade s specific point of visiting me

At T Dol lege Chfoaro . He Forrbbere sxbended me s personal

()

imvitation o haove lunoh o with ham in bids bowse i (7 Buwrrey .

HMe followsd my career wibth greast personal interest, for which

1 owas indeed grateful. I recall oy Supsrvisor ab Oxford, L.

st b Boow Sie Mark Young very

Lok . Diewinanoncd {rmbd . owho o

well, and who alwave spobke very highly of his sas the famous

Cexlomd Governoer, used bo sos oo omer aboul Sl Fark Young

in terms oas A7 1 was Hir Mark s peotl

WAt the letter of offer in hand, ¥ owalked  cdown by

Bat

gry Fath to Cenbral. on my owaey homs dobending o oross

o,
o

the Harbour by Sltar Ferey. Th was still early in the
atternoom. A o wallked along loe House Street, I thought of
dropping in fto say hallo to Capb. 5.0, {(Alec) Grieves, who
rung ke Fublic

was  Lher Cffimemr in Hove

wenrb g as & Fr

Felations OFffice (the P.ARWO., the predeocs of toeday s

Ho TS, o~ Sovernoent Informnation Service). Alec was formerly a

Journalist, working s a Junior edibor for the Sowcth Dhinas

Morndng Post.  Aleoe & 1 were e friends. We both saw
servios L bthe sans undth with the BoAGS G, in Waicohow and at

e Yiler Chvirme . Fe bobth worked ase civilians fTor a

o the

Tomg time, and did not received owe Dommi

imtelligence Dorps until guite close Cowsros the end of Lhe
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blar . Fo drntention of dropping in to ses him was Jjusth Tor oa

"ohdlneewag 't . Or seeing him in Mils office, Alsc asked how 1
faad bemen getting on. L otold Rde then that T had Just had a

pffer of & provis

ional appointment to the Colonial Service

sulbriect to certaln conditions. 1 khad to o go o BEogland to oo

s Tt stuaedid il o o#

t . Mo @

B

iy lether, ancd I
lel him see it. As he was rescgding the jetlar he was very
grrited s owas savying: Y"Faul, this ds grest news Y 1T is
history making ' You are the Tirst ever local boy Lo have

(W]

offered an appointment to the Colonial Administrative
Bervice ! Yo have Droksn dows e owell sntrenched racial

bare o ! Yeoud onght to be overy proud of oyvouwr achisvensoat !

My congratulations ! We most make some publicity about thi

He then

gt A T hagd & photogespb oof mys

arvhed my pocket and there I happensd to bave one, which

was recently taken by omy foremss teacher, Felter Dragon, who,

P

Lurresd ot ional photograpber.  Alec grabbed b, and down

Puw went, basbicg on the keyvboasrd of his btype wreiter {(with his

twe fingsrs like many obther jourralists odidl.  SBoon be

proguced e featurs article and asked his Uhinese Frass

Fficer bto have 1t rendered into Chinsse.  He then gobt on b

At

Mas hechnical staff to have oy [rhol e L

qraph o

grroassy ones and arrangsd to have the photographs attached o

o of his article with an appropriate Heasadline to be

distributed to the press and to bs in bime as leading e

el @y sy f o bhe day for publication on the following
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chay . He also golt on fo stoms one o Radio Honglbong, and

aameargerch Lo have At dmoluaded o bthe newsosst

thalt sverning.

Iodicd mot Tigten to the bhroadeasst aboot svself over Fadio

bong bthat evening, but many of my friends and relativ

todd me they did and congratulatesd me.

Uy the Tollowing day, I rsad with my own gves, &
Tt pacge news sarbicls aboolt seerself and tThe spooh mak ing

pffer to e local boy of an appodestment, hitheritc o ]

exclusively for Europs B ornly. o bhe British Colonial
Admindstrative Bervice. Instanteaneouwsly, 1 became famous over
right. I fall somewhal Flattered. One of oy ounoles

congreatual ated sy mobher with bthe commsnbs e ol lowsy

SThis dis Jjust like bhe rews Ln oancient China, when a

scholarly son of a humble coantry gentry Trom & eemot

of the Emplre, sooved top o mark st oan Inpsrial Court
Ewamination, &nd gramted, by Royval Deores, the highly covelted

Honourakble Title of Chuang Yuan Vo rencering Pim

gligible for an appointment o high office in the IToperial

Civil Service 7 It is bthe greatest Hooowr an ordinary

ereameise Tamily could ever hope to achigve. If owow aurs mot A

Christian armd pra what was bruae bto the Chinese

iwing™ to youne Sncestors

Tradibion, yvou should have a "Thank
at vour Family frcestral Temple, Being & Chelstian, T

prewsumes yvou must have prayed a lot to oyouwe SBod o and devoted a
bremendous anount of love and Fard work to have given hicth

a wonderful son. I have no odoubtoyou

andd Drought oup o8
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will thank vour God appropriately. Snveay ., you dessrve our

heartiest congratulstions 'Y

Whatever what other people mipht beve ssald, 1 nhaa
rat wet broken down &1l the Darriers. T ohad welt o go bo
Erglarsd, & country T bad nsver be

2 E

kY

i w] Thers 1 had to

Lray
vel to slhudy for more than a vy alt the World famous

Ty where They wowicd nod lel i loer gped aeedy o wicbhy Lt

g dipiona that gasilv. | was told T owould have

gxaminations Lo ps sices sarning the Tavourable esports
af my tubtors and supsrvisobr. I+ Ffor any reason, I failed o

Eoohhie oouarss su

complet

Tully, I gatheseed then that I

wopn b have to refund the swpens

incurred, dnologiinmg Sl
maintEnancs allowance oavable to ooy wife and family in Hong
Fong. The "soholarship” did not inclode provision Tor me o

take sy Ffamily along with me to BEngland. Oue Honey Foon bad

hardly besn over, bul once again and dn Feace Tima, I had Lo

Teave my wife and owe baby gird, with one more on The day,
Y ¥l 7 1

brehing dm Hongkong .

Mogmsyeer , Wiy baok some yaars ago in omy sohooel days,
I recall reading some sort of & write wp on the World T amen s

Tuford Ui in England. §obbhen ohevished o desam Lhat

org oay §omight find my way to become enrolled s a gbcten b
at that fTamous institution. Then as an undergracuats al

Homgkong Undversity, I was fascinated to have Tmarnl that one

Y Hmid Tih-smban’ s degres was & B.LAith from
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G forcd Limiver T Powas

class mabe of my sister

coveted Bouwsrs Indsmnd iy

Tor & post-ogracluasts o

ohber Friends of my

AN A e

Righly of

that one day in late 1%

'«!\.a ¥ L:'\. [Fas

ard when I chanced had a

oy g

J i Dlague as o what
Dugois Slague o what

torld hdm Fowoulgd lores to

Time as a student at the

o ome, The offsr of a L

Lvlwersity, along with

the Cotondial

+e
[

most desirable bonus,

the Oxford part of the of

Tt comida be 14

Lo .

p T

ELA

Mwamarah "wodilbtorial®

L

Tmpmrial Acacdsmy .

Civil Service.

Balemala

Tl

aill the way

et . Dtwardly, Ib

brought me some months

subsegquently Drooght me

Pl

father
3
shucter b

-y
.y

b
ke
Mrdministrati

bk

at Lhe

pnEn o ing

Pl e
Feom Horgkorg
Tesovkesel ssact 1y
el

branecdk 4

The Colonial Administrative Service

@l s foy hevs learmt el

4

) T

Fatbweine Lai, won & highly

Boholarship, opbted bo go o ueford

in Phalology. T alse heard of

whur bad vebtuernsd from Oxford who

Liwes at Daforo. T oalsa recall

when bhe bar far from over,

rrdwvats ohal with my ferilend and G.0.

we miloght do o owhean the Har was

owERy,

Magover an opportunity of spending some

Crefopegd Umdwvarsilty o Brglanc . Thus

monthly coaese of studies at Qsford

i f

o F f e a possible appolnbment bo

[}

W ok [

srbomiceh ool

slaeo as s desam camne Drue. Tt was

fer which delighted my heart most st

Eernecd bho an assignment of a

Ymperisal Oowrd Examination to a

et dn the Han Lin Yaarn (Lhe

substantive appointment o the

Which Was suppossd Lo Carry ne

oy Lomdon, was & J-enging Tlying

Tike the Sorcesdand which

Lo Devlon Tor an Interview armgd

o Honghkong. Bul dnsicde Lhe
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agroplans, 1t was botally different. Trhere were rows of

confortable sofd ohalrs, btwo ondly on eilther side of bhe

centre avsle.  The W e very spacilous and comfortable,

T had more Lhan ashoagh rﬂmmﬁ to o stetobh omy legs when brisd Lo
tabe a2 good rest or to slesp. The dntermal deosor wers "plush”

el Tole luxe”, and there was s sort of & conferenoe room in

the rear part of the rhm - owibth oA confserence bable

ANl I T wiith soft seating beooh rowrdiog ooes Dhan half
the length of the circumference of the tabile, with & Tew burn
#hile stoonls on the oubtside of the tabhle. The decor ano
fittimgs, bto me, were obwious top class Tit for cserving top-

brassms, | speculated 1o sy own sind that the plane might

Mawve besn designed Lo ocarr biiey whots: suoeh as Choarohlill,
| b4 - i ’

Flonmmese b or bhe Pike to athend conference in Dairo or

Mo, Lhe plane f@ﬂw rather slowly . e first bad owe

tir shop at Fangoon whers we s2pent the fivet sdght. dhen we

gt as far as the Persian Gulf, bthe plane developed engine

8 alwt Ny W oo We had to s T i in the Persian Gulf, first at

Babrain and Lhen again at Basra Lo repair Lbs sngines whioh
temk RBours st oeach such stop.  Then we gobt stuack ab Oadiro Yor

4 days, where eventually we had bo change plans bo Lravel on

@y ey Transoeset - & Yark - o oomoled o S TR I b TN
Y £

Journey.

My Tiarst sver landing in the counbey called England

gave me a rabther miyed feeling. ITE was & misty afiternoon. The

planeg had to o go btheough e very thick blanket of olouwds whioh
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MEE artt & level whers we ocowdcd Tarad !

That part of the jowrnsy was bumppy and wnconforstbhle, in

fact it was rather scaring for me.  Glancing from the adle, T

could not b FED Y ERY that London looksd so "gounbey ™

Tike, vathar than "city" likse - prassnting & sight of

continuous and sndlisss ross anc orows of low else Dwoe-stoessyosd

o singlee-storey cobttage Type of hoiises. im e oway s T Ral

]

hat 4t might st ] Favwver smome medicm Bigh o rise
iike we had in Hongkong ! Tt was in omid saftarnoon,
Mowsver, sun Light could not get throwgh the thick blanket of

crouds, Loandon looked not a it cheerful ! I owas not at all

A ! T hael e lag

sl A Loniorn Defore, Tohagd no

idga hoow bo Find my oway rounod bthe mass Tike parts of Gent
bondgon. It did nobt svern know where I owas going o spend the
right on Landing. T was a good thing that [ omade friends

with & wo@ Captain, on the way. He very

ciheEr Srmy Ffic

Eimdly acted as my guices when we landed in Loswddon . He

brought me Lo oan Officers’ Dlub somewhers o dowsntown Loodon,

whigere Mo helped me o geh a room i which b slesp for bhe

sh e

rmight. The next day afher havimng bre i the Cluab whioch
T odon’t remesmber having paicd for Lb, he faughlt ms how bo

travel by "The Tubes", the Lnderground brains. It fTact hs
took the trouble to walk me down the streebs, bhrough

4

Trafalger Sguare, then down & wide thorowugh fare oo iy by

the Csnotaph, whesre he resinded e to salute - because | was
@11l in Undform. Then passing by the WestYHinister Ahbey,

the HMousss of Parliamaent wibth ibs Hig Bern, whers he Lhen
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pointed his Tinger o ar old miserable looking building on

o ogngr "This io bhe White Hall.

cwve wmide of Lhe road and

That e Ol

looking for ' Good

Twek, my booy V" That wae the last | saw of him, T oo nob

[

Eo MaineE O valy:

vy rremembier o what asg;z{*.rs Frd

EETNY LY -

My days alt Cuford turoed out o be s spell of

really happy time. Nob only was T oonos again enioyving a care

T Ty wndergraduate, but the ready and

Tdfe of & universi

2y becbures.,

A tremnsnodous varisties of ook

A

SEm LTSS u clebates A discussions and conferences g U WER 11 as

Lhe saposure to the fuﬁﬁ arcd gamess OF S0 omany vountg people,

wimrs e ly arn eve opening and mind enlighbtening expaerils

spvcdaed was desigred

Tie "Devonshire Course 7 which T oat

madnly Tor yvoung grachiates freshly from Oeford o Samboelogos,
whio had opbted to maks the Colonial Servios af & life-long

te s Colony. Attending &

caresr bt Med never bDetors Desr

Fiall F Terms oours o Driminal Law ancd on Laws

LUrEE

tat 1

of Evidence., enbhancsd my Inhtellsct o & mew oimernsion

sphibie, bhus developing an Intsrest i a new

Pyt @

ioe. ldsbtening bto lecturss by Woeld

covcept of Peacs and Jus

1img acadenics on Socdial Anbthropology, on Dolonial

Ll Lo

SRl e

Fronomics, on Internationsl Trade. or Tropic
orn Teroodoal nutrition, On Tropical mesdlcoin r;;!’ ang drrigationd

are b the supositions of celebrated scholars on the

hisgtorical, cwitural, socital, moral or even philosophical

Fehruary 1992
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justification (rather than bthe nors popular bot omoch

ationl for

gsimplified degrading ecomnomlo oo omilibary dus

Ty BEritisb Colonial Empicre were somebbding sntirely new — &

mew e le from o which anch perosive phenonens which bad

prever ocourred to ooy mingd ss possible or logloal.

Py smpecisl cowrse of studies was not continesd o

sy additional One ang haslf Learms al

e ford. T4
the Lomclon Schoodl of Boonomnios and Political $icisnce and at
e London Scbhool of Ordental amd African Studies. Fart I of

the o at Owforg Findlshing at the end of May 1947, From

LIS

e onwards, we waers brans el b Lonclon, where we

oyt s err sl t oof lesening - partly on the Breilish

Ll 3

Grevarmment and partiy on reglonal g

parts of the Dolonial Empire.

Getting acoquainted with the day o day workbings of

Goeverrrments An England wes dndesd an @ve ORENET .
: Y

1 e

Hatherto I haed mno ldea bow it owas bo boaild s omdle

of roacd wuntil 1 owas showsn & conbera gocment Tor & part of a

rigw MHighway ne

g Loncon . Mever before I bothersd to find oul

r"‘!“

Bow guickly comsstio refuse avcumdlates i & municipality, or

ways o dispose of

b ol FFdoulit 4t was Lo

them . Maps and plans of miles and mill

of cobwebh-like

i
complex nebtwork of sewers laid anderground in London aparb,

R EVERTY LR

AE o owas an evye opeper and & anious expaecdencs Lo

were taksrn Lo ses bow bbhe gidgantic Sswage Disposal Plamit in
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Michdlessr worked to gops with the enocoous and endliess
amorrnts of sewage that kept coming oulh from the Metropolis

ralled Sreater Loncdorn.

For those youtbofal Brglisabhmen who bad never been bo
a Lolorny ., they had Lo be Qiven a realistic idea bthalt bhe arsa

of a singls Colony such ss Migeria, was lergers bhan the

I

arl Framoe put bogether.  They would furthse be

ey Fidd JTeslands wers somnewhses in

givern & Clesrer i

Tive mic Faciftic and nobt in any part of the African Continent.

Learning & languags spoken by the natives in Moebbern Migeria

. . A . . .
was In faclt more an sxacbing and & sweabting affair than a

ool bBoy Learming yﬁ (il For his Exan.

My bimes at Oxford and in London were osrtainly not
all play and no o work. At the end of the both parts of the

conares,  Lohag b o sit for omy exams, and owe supervisor bad

T

macle At very plain tThat bthe standards edpeoted of us we
soptiivalent of whalt were obtaining For bthe Honoowrs SDohood ab

an o ar unddergrachiate . I

shelor level after the

A littie over a vear's time we had to oram in what other
students would normally taks 3 vears ! At the finel

gxamination and as expechted, | did nobt score a Distinction

am o enuivalent to &

fam & Tew of we did! whioh was

Firet Olass Honowrs.,  Mowsver T pas my @wams and 1 owas

B

Frawirmg Tully completesd the courss,
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O the 5th oday of December 1947, 1 was affared &

Trath i ve

crobationary appointaent o the Colonial &dmin:

w

Leahive OFfilcer in Hongkong. T embarvk

Bervice as o oan Sodminis

oy bosaedd the 508, "Empire Brend” leaving Slasgow on 158k
Dmoembsyr 1747, and was back in Honghong on 24bh January L9498,
with sffect From which date,. oy appointoent was mads public

by an appropriate Gazethe Notification. Two years Lhereafter,

T was contirmed to the P.PLGE. (peroaenent and penslionable
gatablishment), In the lether contiroing my permnecant and

iyt oy

#

personabkle appointment, I was resinded of my weakng
Erglish language, and told to mabke sfforts to improve ih.  On
the 2H5th day of Gpril 19598 {(some ten vears after 1 oreceived
my Tihrst lebber of offer and some two vears afher oy
ratlurning from comnplietion of @y DqunEhiFE Course Il at

o

Qufordl, by a letter in the bhe

eof hhe Colonial Seorebary,

. oy

pearing the Fiie # 2713

AANIRS8% 1 wmas dnformesd bhet b

For bhe Colomniss had enrol led me

Divwil Service. I had some

b g

Henr Mafwssty e Overses

Limes woncdered wheather bthat was the lash racial or raci

Bareicads 1 had bhreakt cows 9

To the coures of my 23 vears service, I wasg firesh

Lo bhe rank of & Bendlor Sdminis

brabive OFficer on 1

[P ENC

deily LPEY, then to Stadd Grade © on & Adgust 19461, then o
tatd frade B2 om 37 July 1983, then o Stafd Grede WL on 22

Aprdl 1WaY and fimally bto Statd Grade & on 18 August L1970,

Srortly after my bedng confiereesd to the Peroemant Pensiionable

February 1992



Faul Tsui's Memoirs — The Colonial Administrative Service

@ 0 f The o

tabilishement, | was appointed a Justi

Morgkong on 10 Maroh L9850, Towards the end of my first spell
{Megw Yoz 19681 of acting appointment in the post of
£fF

Secretary for Chine s farred bhe Honowe of

of the Fost Excellient Order of Lhe Sritish Empies,

Shortly before oy rebivemsnt (Mew Year 19720 1 was pronobed

to the Dignity of a Commandsr of bhe Mo  Lent Oedesy of

thg BHritish Enpire,  Umomy being appedinted in May 1987 in an

Pt fairg, ¥

acting capacity as Heoreltary for Chingse

swerry A s an acting Exa-0ffiodo Member of bhe Exsculive

srauivalent of & cabhinset rank po

263, sonnurrently a member of
e Legislative and of the Wrban Councils, In my capacity as

e Secretary for Chinese Aaffalrs {which post was renamescd in

s bary Tor Home Offairs at the time when T acted, on oa Snd

apell,. as S5.0C.0.Y, and strictly acoording to protocol, I took

B betors the Financial Secretary, ranbing after orly

Bopmfficials who took precedencs before mej; mnamely Lhe

IR o B

i AL v o T N I

Attorney SGeneral, bthe Colonial o]

o

the Commander of Britisbh Fomo aric the Governore, i thes

Migrarchy of bthe Hongkong Governmen . Subseguerntly dn 1970,
o my substantive promotion to S8taff Grade &, I was

irnomy o rdghits and dn s pereonsl capacity, a

AL

megnizer of  the L imlative Coumcil {(the sguivalent of & Back

Baroher ) and of the Urbar Dowedl .

Ioam rnow drawing my pensions and snioyving my well

aaprrien retiremsat. ITF T live bto bthe old age of bhevond my 804
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I sincersly hops thet the Goversoment of the day in Honghkong

wiowled hopour Ltse prosmise o continue to pay me my pensions.,

It o, 1 cowid e Lenaed amad olear 2

* 81l 's well that ends well ¢

Faul Tsud

Manoouver — Fabroary @E%th, L9982
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